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— BA-1000 - 415 Jefferson - St. James AUMP Church 1881 and 1906
z: This frame church was first built in 1881 and was raised

to two stories in 1906.
on the second floor are from the first building.

The pulpit, chancery, and choir loft
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This churcn was first built as a one-story bullding
in 13°1. 1In 1305 it was raised to its »nresent 2% story
forme The paneled choir 1oft and balustradsd chancery
were moved to the second floor. with the sanctuary, and
the first floor is now used for informal gatherings and
for service facilities.

The church is basically of frame construction on a
foundation of local stone. A summer beam in the [ lrst
floor ceiling is supvorted by flared cast iron posts,
Narrow, beads? vertical boards panel the walls and ceiling
on the first floor, and wainscot the second floor. The
churcn's exterior is covered in grey asbestos shingles.

The Tfirst floor plan consists of an entry and closet
in the nortneast corner, a kitchen in the southeast corner
the main assembly room with a boxed-in stove flue, ani =2
furnace room and rest rooms to the rear.,

An exterior flignt of steps rises tTo the main central
do-rs, which lead to a landing slizhtly atove the first
floor level. Prom here a wide flight of stairs rlses to
tae second floor, The doubl= dzors at the head of tne
stairs are said to be the front doors from the original
church. Tach door features a glass panel over a small
wooden psanel with cut-in corners. The door molding is
a quirke-ogse with cnamfer,

The second floor plan includes the pastor's office in
tnhe southeast corner and a small room witn a winding stair
to the balcony in the northeast corner. The balcony
surmounts these r oms. It awells in a curve towards its
center, and the simple flusn=board vertical vpaneling along
its leading edge foliows tnis line. In the sanctuary,
three rows of pews are divided by two aisles, The chancer;
is backed by a raised puloit and choir loft. An alcove
projects from tas center of the rear wall. It features
a religzious vainting. Tne four windows slong the nortn
and soutnh sides rise in Gothic arches with stained glass
in the upoer sections. 3tesl tie rods connecting t-e walls
hold the church r-of in tension.

The main, or east, facade of the St. James ATVP
churcn presents a well=-planned composition.,To tne soutn,

9 ootnic=archesd window ligchts each floor. There is an
identical window on the nortn the second floor. 3eneath
this wind»w an awning sheltesred door leads to tne first
floor. This door is pvainted red, with four bHlasck hori-
zontal panels. The cen-ral 2d-ouble doors saczh contain

six black pnanels suarroundel Ly rei ra'ls anid stlilss. A
four-zane transom L oos the ilrectly on
this framework ar:c two wind v oz wids
stained zlass-:iotnlc srch,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

in 1961 a small group of devout Christians organized
‘ ious society and neld meetings from house to house.
st meetinz was held in the home of the late James
- . The nouse yet stands near the Mount Calvary AME
church. It was given to Mr. Garrett by the "leasant
family. It was tne home of the l2te Frank Joanson and

Ida Scovens Jonnsone. Yrs. Maria Pratt, mother of the
founder of Mount ~live Baptist church (Rev. James H.
Williams) , supolied the oil tnat gave the first light
for the meetings. "hev worshipped in this house for
years, and in Octoder 1881, “r. Ben Johnson and others
realized the need of a church building. They opurchased the
present vroperty on Jefferson Avenue from Henry Bowen.,
The pastor was the late Rev. James Manly, and the truste=ss
were: Mr. Ben Johnson, Sam Preston, Alexander Frazier,
Alexander Williams, and James Garrett. Saint James was the
first Nezro Methodist church in Towson, and _was deeded
t> the AUYP Conference on October 17, 18Z1.

The church was fully developed down through the years.
The doors have been ever opened to the distressed and those
oppressed by the cares of life, Spiritual life in this
church has been rich, and it has been pastored by some
of the most able men. Rev. J.A. Manly was “he first,
followed by Rev. Charles A. Williams, who was a d:sscendant
of the slave institution. He was freed by the will of
deneral Charles Ridgely, in 1830, Ministers following
Charles Williams were Rev. Colombus Sidss, Rev. Alfred
Hammond, Rev. Je H. Handy, Rev. J. W. Coleman, and Rev.

J. H. Medley, who in 1906=-7 rebuilt the church and raised

it to its present two-story structure., Other ministers
were: Reve S. Mills, Rev. W. Edwards, Rev. G. F. Desnields,
Reve. Samuel Jones, Rev. John Manuky, Reve We C. Cleaver,
Reve L. S. Stewart, and Rev. Z. d. ¥cNair,

Tne present pastor, Rev. J.A. “'cManus and his wife
were sent to the church by the conference. Rev. McHan.s
has become an active member in community affairs. A
newspaper and a nursery school has Ceen started, both
spiritual and financial programs organized to deal with
two major problems in the Zast Towson Communitye
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement. '

The Survey and Inventory aré being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
. The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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118 Jefferson Jescrintisn continued

A cast-iron %ell with the inscription "Andrew “enedy,
West Troy , Ne Yo 1845" cast in the metal once sat in a
bell tower in ths church's east-west runninz gable. It
now rests on 3 concrete pvlatform to the south of the church.

Significance:
“he 3aint James AUMP church is an excellent
interoretation of turn of the century styles by
Black builders. It shows a sophistication of
design and great sensitivity and sense of fasaion
in the woodwork.




Significance Ul8 Jefferson Continued

1

Saint James CHurch One Hundredth VYear Anniversary Brochure
, (1861-1961)
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Ibid., f-otnote # 1,
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East Towson Historical Survey
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